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soup that contains bear parts. Bear
bile, gallbladders, paws and claws are
found in culinary delicacies, cosmetics
and traditional ethnic medicines in
Asia, and these parts often fetch thou-
sands of dollars. A cup of bear paw soup
has sold for up to $1,500 in Taiwan, and
wildlife experts say that a gallbladder
can command tens of thousands of dol-
lars on the Asian market. Not surpris-
ingly, the lure of astronomical profits
overseas has spawned rampant poach-
ing of American bears. The United
States Fish and Wildlife Service con-
tinues to find bear carcasses rotting
with their gallbladders ripped out and
their paws sliced off. Just today, cre-
ator Jack Elrod chronicled this hei-
nous act in his wildlife preservation
comic strip, ‘‘Mark Trail.’’

The slaughter of American black
bears and the sale of their parts is a de-
liberate and dastardly plot hatched by
a black market of poachers, traders,
and smugglers who have been known to
transport bear parts in cans of choco-
late syrup or bottles of scotch. Because
certain Asian bear populations are
being poached to near extinction,
poachers and smugglers often target
American black bears to meet the de-
mand for bear parts in Asia and even
within certain communities here at
home. In Oregon alone, one poaching-
for-profit ring reportedly killed be-
tween 50–100 black bears a year for 5 to
10 years simply to harvest their gall-
bladders. While the bear population in
North America presently is stable, the
growth of illegal and inhumane poach-
ing, coupled with the difficulty of anti-
poaching enforcement efforts, could
pose a real threat to our resident bear
population. We should not stand by and
allow American bears to be decimated
by poachers.

The depleted bear populations in Asia
suffer a different, but equally cruel,
fate as they are ‘‘protected’’ to meet
the demand for their bile. National Ge-
ographic, U.S News and World Report
and The Los Angeles Times each have
reported that Asiatic bears in China
have been trapped in bear ‘‘farms’’ and
milked for their bile through catheters
inserted into their gallbladders. Bears
in other countries often fare no better.
In South Korea, for example, bears
have been bludgeoned to death or
boiled alive in front of patrons to prove
they are purchasing authentic Asian
bear parts.

Some States in America prohibit
trading in bear parts. But others do
not. And to make matters more com-
plicated, some States prohibit such
trading only if the bear was killed
within that State. It hardly takes a
lawyer to quickly find the loophole in
such a law, poachers and black market
profiteers can simply kill a bear in an-
other State and take it back across
State lines to sell the parts. And be-
cause it is almost impossible to tell
where a bear was killed just by looking
at its parts, traders and smugglers can
always claim that the bear was killed
out of State. So, as you can see, our

conflicting web of State laws does lit-
tle to deter poachers from their prey.
In fact, the confusing labyrinth of laws
may make it easier for poachers to
slaughter still more bear.

To help bring the complex, some-
times criminal, and inhumane trade in
bear parts to an end, I am once again
introducing the Bear Protection Act.
This legislation always has enjoyed
broad, bipartisan support since I first
introduced the bill in the 103rd Con-
gress. Last year the bill passed this
chamber by unanimous consent, only
to be returned by the House under the
blue-slip rule. I am proud to be joined
by 25 original cosponsors of the bill
today, including 14 Democrats, 10 Re-
publicans and an Independent, and I
hope that others soon will join me to
help shepherd this important legisla-
tion to passage.

My legislation is straightforward. It
prohibits the import, export, or sale of
bear viscera, or any products con-
taining bear viscera, and it imposes
criminal and civil penalties for viola-
tors. Enacting a uniform Federal prohi-
bition on the trade in bear parts is nec-
essary to close the loopholes left open
by the patchwork of State laws that
have facilitated the illegal trade of
bear parts in the United States and
overseas.

This legislation will in no way affect
the rights of sportsmen to hunt bears
legally in any State. Illegal bear
poaching and legal recreational hunt-
ing are separate and distinct acts. In-
deed, we should remember that every
bear poached for illegal profiteering of
bear parts is a bear taken away from
sportsmen. A former chief enforcement
officer for the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service has estimated that ap-
proximately 40,000 bears are hunted le-
gally each year, but an almost equal
number are poached illegally. Many
States understand this problem, as
over two-thirds of the States that
allow bear hunting also ban the trade
of bear parts.

This bill is another example of what
I like to call consensus conservation.
The legislation does not pit hunters
against environmentalists. Nor does it
pit States against the heavy hand of
the Federal Government on wildlife
management or sporting laws. Indeed, I
am happy to report that there are no
political fireworks in this bill. One
look at the cosponsor list should indi-
cate that.

Instead, what we have is a bill that
targets a specific legislative goal, to
protect bears from illegal and inhu-
mane poaching and black market prof-
iteering. By carefully crafting this leg-
islation with that single goal in mind,
we have an opportunity to pass a com-
mon sense bill that is supported by
wildlife enthusiasts and conservation-
ists while protecting the autonomy of
states and the rights of sportsmen.

I continue to believe that these types
of targeted, bipartisan conservation ef-
forts that are rooted in consensus
goals, rather than conflicting politics,

can, in the end, make the most notice-
able strides toward protecting our na-
tional wildlife and environmental
treasures.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD, and I further ask unanimous
consent that the RECORD include let-
ters of support from the Humane Soci-
ety of the United States, the Society
for Animal Protective Legislation, and
the American Zoo and Aquarium Asso-
ciation.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

S. 1125
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bear Protec-
tion Act of 2001’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) all 8 extant species of bear—Asian black

bear, brown bear, polar bear, American black
bear, spectacled bear, giant panda, sun bear,
and sloth bear—are listed on Appendix I or II
of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(27 UST 1087; TIAS 8249);

(2)(A) Article XIV of CITES provides that
Parties to CITES may adopt stricter domes-
tic measures regarding the conditions for
trade, taking, possession, or transport of spe-
cies listed on Appendix I or II; and

(B) the Parties to CITES adopted a resolu-
tion in 1997 (Conf. 10.8) urging the Parties to
take immediate action to demonstrably re-
duce the illegal trade in bear parts;

(3)(A) thousands of bears in Asia are cru-
elly confined in small cages to be milked for
their bile; and

(B) the wild Asian bear population has de-
clined significantly in recent years as a re-
sult of habitat loss and poaching due to a
strong demand for bear viscera used in tradi-
tional medicines and cosmetics;

(4) Federal and State undercover oper-
ations have revealed that American bears
have been poached for their viscera;

(5) while most American black bear popu-
lations are generally stable or increasing,
commercial trade could stimulate poaching
and threaten certain populations if the de-
mand for bear viscera increases; and

(6) prohibitions against the importation
into the United States and exportation from
the United States, as well as prohibitions
against the interstate trade, of bear viscera
and products containing, or labeled or adver-
tised as containing, bear viscera will assist
in ensuring that the United States does not
contribute to the decline of any bear popu-
lation as a result of the commercial trade in
bear viscera.
SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

The purpose of this Act is to ensure the
long-term viability of the world’s 8 bear spe-
cies by—

(1) prohibiting interstate and international
trade in bear viscera and products con-
taining, or labeled or advertised as con-
taining, bear viscera;

(2) encouraging bilateral and multilateral
efforts to eliminate such trade; and

(3) ensuring that adequate Federal legisla-
tion exists with respect to domestic trade in
bear viscera and products containing, or la-
beled or advertised as containing, bear
viscera.
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
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